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Preface by Martha F, Wilkins 
List of Old Houses in Carlisle 


Map of Carlisle, 1779 


Residence of Mrs. Carl Andreassen -------- page l 
Residence of Richard B, Bates ------------ SS Oe 
Blacksmith Shop --------------------------= Wied se 
Residence of Arthur C. Blaisdell --~------ Be Se 
Residence of B. Frank Blaisdell ---------- x 40 
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INDEX OF OLD HOUSES BY STREET AN] 


*6 - Robbins-Wilkins House 
566 - Heald-Detsch House 
BALDWIN ROAD 
59 - Green-Leavitt House 
493 - Green-Baldwin-Smith House 
BEDFORD ROAD 
21 - 23 - Deacon John Green House 
453 - 45 - James H. Wilkins House 
44 - Duren-Ouellette House 
$41 —- 343 - Blaisdell-Bates House 
444 ~ Green-Parisi House 
455 - Blood-Patch House 
517 - Forbush-Hill House 
587 - Munroe-Davis House 
767 — Blood-Kemp House 
981 - Blood-Foss House 
BELLOWS HILL ROAD 
211 - Green-Eliasen House 
BROOK STREET 
425 - Gilcreast-Hibbert House 
CHURCH STREET 
68 -— Taylor-Currier House 


CONCORD STREET 
Between 14 and 


28 was located the old Forge or Blacksmith Shop 


46 - Nutting-Kohlrausch House 
49 - Nutting-Pedersen House 


185 - Green+Clark House 


VI 


XI 


33 


76 


28 


54 


CONCORD STREET CONT. 


698 - Heald-Pedersen House XVII 
® 879 - Heald-Whittemore House XXIII 
896 = Former building here was Buttrick-Drummy House VI 
941 - Lovejoy-Titus House XXIII 

>) 1082 - Location of a former building, the Hartwell- 
Miller House XV 

CROSS STREET 

) 85 - Morgan-Currier-Simenson Place Il 


507 - Near here was located the Foster-Taylor House. The 
property consisted of land on both sides 


of the road. AIX 
498 - Marshall-Drake House VI 
525 - The Ephraim Robbins Place XXI 
1056 - Location of former Abraham Hutchins House XX 
. 1354 - John Dana Robbins House 7. 
/ | BAST STREET 
52 - Wilkins-Hill House XI 
571 - Wilkins-Grenier House WILE 
469 - Hodgman-Little House ALE 
476 - Spaulding-Crowley House | Vv 
564 = Hastman-Reynolds House XVIII 
O FISKE STREET 
166. - Becatien of former Hardy House XI 


BOREST PARK DRIVE 


2) Bg - Robbins-Dow House, originally on a lane or long 
driveway leading from Curve Street, was 
then said to be on that street. XX 


4 LOWELL STREET 


® 


Corner of Lowell and Westford Streets - Wheat Tavern XXLLE 


9 - 11 - 13 - 13A - Fletcher-ChamberlinHouse EEE 


ad 


59 


20 


54 


69 


io.) 
i 


Dehn es 


mr) 


» 


a) 


LOWELL STREET CONT. 

46s Dr. Austin Marsh. Here will be found information 
about Dr. Marsh, but not a picture of his 
house, since, built in 1879, it was not one 
hundred years old when Mrs. Wilkins wrote. 

62 - Arthur C. Blaisdell Cottage 

70 = Benjamin F. Blaisdell House 

93 - Green-Wilkins House | 


501 - Litchfield-Fisk House 


-788 =—- The Garthe House, formerly here, was burned to tie 
ground on January 15, 1939. 


886 - Spaulding-Hall House 
1044 - Spaulding-Hart House 
MAPLE STREET 
57 = Formerly location of Black Mansion 
518 - Blood=-Duren House 


528 - Andrews-Greenough House 


’ NORTH ROAD 


107 - Adams-Dawes House 


247 Adams-L'Hussier House 


457 = Charles BE. Adams House 
779 =- Shurtleff-Gilman House 
1019 - Fred P. Nickles House 
PROSPECT STREET 
~155 - Green-Johnson House 
RIVER ROAD 
291 = Hodgman-Garfield House 
555 = Litchfield-Garfield Aaace) 


S11 =- Blood-Lovejoy House 


. ROCKLAND RCAD 


2AS lo Jacobs-Wilkins House 


XI 


Vil 


Vil 


XITI 


XXV 


70 


1 
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RUSSELL STREET 
Formerly opposite 122, Old Russell House 
= \) RUTLAND STREET 


305 =- Former Champney-lfason House was located a 
little before this number 


SCHOOL STREET 
7 = Wilkins-MacDougall House 
474 - Taylor-Ricker House 


SOUTH STREET 


45 = Heald-Lunt Office (moved across the street) 
68 - Heald-Lunt House 
215 - Across tie street from this number is the site 
of the former Captain Thomas Heald House 
278 = George H. Robbins House 
700 = Davis-Koford House 
\ STEARNS STREET 
an * Between No.78 and No.108, at the end of a lane, is the 


site of the former Revolutionary Tavern, 
sometimes called the Nathan Green House. 


501 - Location of former Proctor-lMalcolm House 
SUNSET ROAD 


At or near 156 was located the former Mansfield- Morse 
“House (no picture, but some information} 


WHST STREET 
\ 123 - Pousland Cottage 
$22 - Parlin=-Pousland House 
621 = Red Lion Tavern Heald-Bovey House 
B \) 622 = Heald-Schirmer House 


967 - Hutchinson-Farnsworth House 
WESTFORD STREET 
| ee, 75 - Fletcher-Robbins House 
. 566 = Original building here was tne Jonas Munroe House 


Oo a= Parlin-Sorli, House 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


» Churches - Volumes IV - XXVI - XXVII - XXVIII = XXIX - XXX 
Gleason Public Library - Volume VIII Page 1 


School: Houses = Volume XXII 


GENEALOGISS _ 
Genealogical information about many families is found 
throughout these books. Following are listed some of the names 


and the volumes where they may be found. 


Adams Family Volume XII Pages 
Barrett Genealory XXI 
Davis Genealogy and Records XII 
a . Farrar meaecds by Potter XII 
we Heaid Genealogical Book xX 
Munroe Genealogy VIII 
Nickles Genealogy XVI 
Pratt Lineal Record XXIV 
The Robbins Book Vv 
‘Robbins Genealogy XX 
Saman Wheeler Family XXIV 
Wheeler Records XXIV 


Wilkins Genealogy XXIV - XXV 
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OLD CARLISLE HOUSES 
A CENTURY OLD OR MORE 
Listed Under Names of Present or Recent Occupants 


ee ee 


64 Residences 
11 Buildings Now Gone (indicated *) 
5 Public Buildings (old and new) 


OO Oe OS ee ee 


Andreassen, Carl South Street before 1842 Vol. 
Bates, Richard B. Bedford Road 1814 Vol. 
* Blacksmith Shop Concord Street Vol. 
Blaisdell, Arthur C. Lowell Street Vol. 
Blaisdell, Benjamin F. Lowell Street before 1842 Vol. 
Bovey, Martin West Street 1771 Vol. 
Chamberlin, Mrs. Mary T. Carlisle Center prob. 1830 Vol. 
Churches Vol. 
Carlisle Congregational School Street 1832 Vol. 
First Parish (Unitarian) School Street 1811 Vol. 
Clark, Mrs. William A. Concord Street 1765 Vol. 
Crowley, Mrs. Elizabeth East Street before 1779 Vol. 
Currier, Mrs. Rudolph Church Street 1834-5 Vol. 
Davis, Mrs. Austin H, Bedford Road 1831 Vol. 
Dawes, Dea, Menoan North Road Vol. 
Detsch, Mrs. Mary A. Acton Street Ell, prob. 1712 Vol. 
Drake, Harry F. Curve Street before 1831 Vol. 
* Drummy, Mrs. Wm. Concord Street * 1837 Vol. 
Duren, Kenneth W. e Maple Street before 1758 Vol. 


Bliasen, Martin Bellows Hill 1765 Vol. 
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VI 


VI 


vi 


VI 


34 


31 


57 
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Farnsworth, Charles 
Fisk, Jay 


Foss, William 


Garfield, Mason (Skelton) 


Garfield, Mason (Booth) 
* Garthe,Carmilla E, 
Grenier, Joseph 
Gleason Public Library 
Green, Mrs. Mary A. 
Greenough, Emory H. 

* Heald, Capt. Thomas 
Hall, Arthur L. 

* Hardy House 

Heald Genealogy 

Hart, Daniel 

Hibbert, George 

Hill, Caroline E, 
Hill, Nathaniel G, 

* Hutchins, Abraham 
Johnson, Mons 

Kemp, Edward F,. 
Koford, Mrs. wWillien 
Kohlrausch, Pauline 
Leavitt, Dr. Ashley Day 
L'hussier, Isaac J. 
Little, George 


Lovejoy, Frederick H. 


West Street 


Lowell Street 


Bedford Street 


River Street 


River Street 


Lowell Street 


East Street 


Bedford Road 


Bedford Road 


Off Maple Street 


South Street 


Lowell Street 


Fisk Street 


Lowell Street 
Brook Street 
Rast Street 

Bedford Road 


Curve Street 


Prospect Street 


Bedford Road 


West & South Sts. 


Concord Street 


Baldwin Road 


North Road 


East Street 


River Road 


about 


before 


about 


1763 ? 
1782 
1803 


1769 


1826 
1896 


1795 


prob. |3d 


about 


prob. 


before 


1842 


1730 ? 


1827 


1800 


1819 


1817 
17S 
1781 
1799 


1779 


Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 


Vol. 


XI 


xI 


n 


28 


38 


62 


» 
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Lunt, Dr. Lawrence K, 
Lunt, Dr. L.K. (Office) 
MacDougall, Allister F. 
Malcolm, Arthur R. 

* Mason House 

Miller, Frank R, 
Nickles, Fred P. 
Ouellette, Pamela 
Paresi, Antonio 

Patch, Harriet 0. 
Pedersen, Carl 
Pedersen, Christian 


Pousland, Frederick G, 


Pousland, F.G. (Cottage) 


* Revolutionary Tavern 


Reynolds, Mrs. Charles E. 


Ricker, Edward S. 
Risgin, John (Taylor) 
Robbins, Genealogy 
Robbins, Arthur 
Robbins, William F. 
* Russell House | 
Schirmer, Charles G. 
School Houses 
North 
* South 


* West 


South Street 
South Street 
Carlisle Center 
Stearns Street 
East Street 
Concord Street 
North Road 
Bedford Road 
Bedford Road 
Bedford Road 
Concord Street 
Concord Street 
Acton & West Sts. 
West Street 
Stearns Street 
East Street 
Bellows Hill Road 


Cross Street 


Curve Street 
Westford Street 
Russell Street 


West Street 


Lowell Street 
South Street 


Acton Street 


1800-02 Vol, 

1806 Vol. 

1820 ? Vol. 

1800 Vol. 

Vol. 

1725=30 Vol. 

before 1779 Vol. 
Vol. 

before 1799 Vol. 
before 1779 Vol. 
Vol. 

1788 Vol. 

1770 Vol. 

1806-7 Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

1728 Vol. 

1790-91 Vol. 

Vol. 

1800 Vol. 

1816 Vol. 

Vol. 

about 1804 Vol. 
Vol. 

1828 Vol. 

Vol. 

* 1840 Vol. 


XIV 


XIV 


XXI 


XXII 


XXII 
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School Houses (Continued) 


* East 
Centre 

Smith, Mrs. Muriel D, 
Shurtleff House 
Sorli, Andrew 
Titus, Martha A. 
Wheat Tavern 
Whittemore, Dexter C. 
Wilkins, Ernest H, 
Wilkins, Frank E, 
Wilkins, James H. 


Wilkins, Martha F. 


Bedford Road 
School Street 
Baldwin Road 
North Road 
Westford Street 


Concord Street 


Carlisle Center abt. 


Concord Street 
Lowell Street 
Westford & Acton Sts. 
Bedford Road 


Rockland Road 


about 


prob, 


before 


1848 
1811 
1789 
1785 
1796 
(763 
1840 
1792 
1820 
1789 


1790 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 
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MORGAN-ANDREASSEN HOUSE 
South Btreet 


Historical Sketch 


Plan of 01d House by Miss Frances Clark 


Family Genealogies: 
William Morgan 
Morgan=Blood Family 
Jeremiah Currier 
Simenson 
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JUNE 14, 1901. 


CARLISLE. 


Mrs. Susan Parker Currier, born in 
Carlisle June 22, 1812, fell asleep June 7, 
1901, lacking fifteen days of being 
eighty-nine. When nine years of age 
her parents, Nathaniel and Lydia Par- 
ker, moved to Lowell. In 1834 she mar-~ 
vied Jeremiah M. Currier, an overseer 
on the Tremont for 30 years, a man 


widely known, who held responsible po- 


| sitions in the city government. In 1855 


he purchased a farm in Carlisle, where 
he lived with his family till his death in 
1880. Since then Mrs. Currier has lived 
with her daughter, Mrs. Charles Hutehb- 
inson, in the same neighborhood. With 
her husband she united. with the Or- 
thodox church in Carlisle by letter from 
the Kirk Street church in Lowell. Mrs. 
Currier has been an interested member 
in all social and _ religious interests, 
even when the infirmities of age limft- 
ed her activities. She was a true pgen- 
tlewoman, quiet, sunny, winsome; her 
whole Hfe was a benediction, whose ex- 
ample and influence will be treasured in 
the storehouse of memory as long as 


{memory shall last. Of five children, only 


two survive, Mrs. Hutchinson and Mr. 
James Currier, who is also an inmate of 
his sister's home. She leaves two 
grandchildren, Miss Frances Clark of 
Chelmsford and Hdwin C. Currier of 
Everett, and two great-grandchildren, 
Etta Frances and May Gertrude, daugh- 
ters of Edwin €. An only sister, Mrs. 
Rebecca Osgood, lives in Montcalm, 
New York. The funeral was held 
Tuesday afternoon at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hutchinson, conducted By her 
pastor, Rey. A. H. Armes, who spoke of 
her worth and the esteem in which she 
was held; that in all the relations of life 
she was “blessed,” and only waited the 
“come” of the Master. Interment was 
in the family lot in Lowell cemetery, 
with a committal service by Rev. Mr. 
Armes. T. A. Green, funeral director. 
The floral tributes were a wreath from 
Mrs. Hutchinson; spray of white pinks, 
Miss Frances Clark; sheaf of wheat, 
| with pink roses, tled with ribbon, Mr. 
and Mrs. BH. C. Currier; wreath of lilies 
of the valley and laurel, Hattie and Ina 
Clark of Concord; spray of white pinks, 
Carlisle W. C. T. U.; spray of pink pinks, 
Mrs. Balch and daughter of Westford; 
pink pinks, tied with ribbon, Mr. Henry 
Hill and family of Billerica; spray of 
sweet peas, Mrs. Hoford; also a_ table 


i 
\ 


yanked with flowers, from the children 
of the neighborhood. 
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MRS. SUSAN PARKER CURRIER. 
1812—1897. 

Mrs. Susan Parker Currier was born 
in Carlisle, June 22, 1812, the daughter 
of Nathaniel and Lydia Parker, on the 
estate known as the “Major Parker 
place.” It was also the birth place of 
her father, who with a brother Jonas 
inherited it from their father. When 
nine years of age she, with her parents, 


| 
| 


j moved to Lowell. In 1834 she was mar-! 


, tied by Rev. Mr. Thayer to Jeremiah M 
Currier, who was for 30 years an over- 
seer on the Tremont. He was widely 
known, holding responsible positions in 
the city government. In 1855 he bought 
a farm in Carlisle, where with his fam- 
ily he lived till he died in 1880, an hon- 
ored, upright, respected citizen. It was 


fittingly said at the funeral obsequies | 


by “Father” Walker, “What can I say? 
He left his record behind him.” Five 
ehildren were born to them; only two 
survive, Mr. James Currier and Mrs. 
Charles Hutchinson, with whom she 
lives. She has two grandchildren, Ed- 


|} Win Currier of Everett and Miss Fran- 


ces Clark, a popular teacher in Chelms- 
ford; two great-grandchildren, Etta 
Frances and May Gertrude, daughters 
of Edwin Currier. A sister, Mrs. Re- 
becca Osgood, lives in Montcalm, New 
York; four others awaiting them on the 
other side. She was own cousin to our 
benefactress, the late Mrs. Joanna 
Gleason, daughter of Jonas Parker. 
Over 40 years ago Mr. and Mrs. Currier 
united with the Congregational church 
in Carlisle by letter from the Kirk 
Street church in Lowell. Mrs. Currier 
has been an active member of all our 
social and benevolent societies, has been 
| the president and held other offices of 
|| the Ladies’ Social circle. No forma] 
|, observance of her recent birthday was 
made, yet she received many callers 
and gifts. Eighty-five beautiful pan- 
sies were presented by Mrs, George 
Robbins, who also gave one of two 
handsome birthday cakes. Mrs. Cur- 
rier is enjoying good health, able to 
travel and visit friends, attend church, 
and at all times with her bright, sunny, 
Winsome disposition is a comfort and 
delightful acquisition te any gathering, 
young or old, at home or abroad. 
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Bedford Road 
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Family Genealogies: 
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BLACKSMITH SHOP 
Once on Concord Street 
History of Building 
Family Genealogies: 


Marshall Lee 
Ingwald Otterson 
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ing Blacksmith Now Headmaster 


of Wrought lron School 


(Drawings vy BE. A, Tremaine) 


The Smithy Is Set in Grass and Flowers 


BH’S a skating blacksmith from 

Norway and now, in his grand- 

father days, he lives by the side 

of Route 126 in Carlisle and 
gives lessons in wrought iron to man— 
end one woman. For a blacksmith Mr. 
Ingvald L. Otterson has almost an air of 
frailty. Of good height, he is quite 
glender, his manner is mild and gentle, 
end his well-shaped hands have always 
been, rather to his wonderment, quite 
umealloused through all the years he has 
erasped the hammer and swung it ring- 
ing on the anvil. He began helping at 


his father’s smithy in Tlammar, about 
fifty miles from Oslo, when he was only 
twelve; came to this country in 1891, 
and has been working at his present 
smithy for thirty-three years. Before 


that he lived in Boston, but he much | 


prefers the tranquil pleasures of Carlisle. 
“In Boston,” he says, ‘everybody rushes 
so. You would think they had not a 
minute to waste. I am always so glad 
to get home again.’”” His house beside 
the smithy is bowered, English-fashion, 
in a riot of bright-colored flowers and 
over the way a fine old white church, 
facing him, tells the time from the 


steeple. The smithy he believes to be 
a hundred years old, or more. He bought 


lit from a Mr. Lee, who had it thirty-five 


years, dying at the age of eighty, and his 
predecessor, named Scott, had had it for 
a long time, too. The ceiling beams are 
wooden-pegged, and the sooty old floor- 
boards are made hummocky by big knots 
which many footsteps cannot wear down. 

Mr. Otterson’s shop (with the inevi- 
table gasoline pumps outside the door, 
and a sign “Otterson’s Filling Station” 
resting negligently on the ground) is a 
pleasant blackish place, hot because the 
small-paned windows aren’t open, and 
cluttered with odd and pretty andirons, 
fire sets, candelabra and so on, finished 
or in process, but the pride of his heart 
are two quite large silver cups in his 
cottage. He has a tiny cup, too, that 
he won in 1891 for his part in rowing an 
eight-oared shell at Lawrence and_on the 
Charles for the Shawmut Boat Club of 
Dover, but the others hold greater glory. 


Cups from a King 
In Norway Mr. 
hundred-mile long lake, 


Otterson lived on a 
where in addi- 


tion to rowing he skated and ice-boated. | recognized him as the y 


In 1890 he went to an international skat- 


) tary equipment (sixty-five pounds, inclua-| 
jing pack and a gun) and won, in the in- 
credible time of 7.12 4-5 for two English? 


| second in the mile race, in 2.55 3-5. 
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Carlisle’s “‘City Folks” Praise 


His Skill, but His Chief 
Pride Is Two Silver Cups - 
He Didn’t Make 


By Gwendoline Keene 
—_ 


miles. A heavily decorated cup attests 
to this. At the same meet he came in! 
n This | 
cup he likes even better; it is hand-made} 


| With the distinctive simplicity of Swed-/ 


ish handcraft, itly engraved, adorned 


|} with an exquisite coat-of-arms, gold- 
| lined and with the maker’s mark on the 
|} bottom. Both of these Were presented | 


by the Crown Prince, now King Oscar, | 
and later, when ing a factory where | 
Mr. Otterson was working, the prince 
ner of the cups. 
is skates, edged 


Mr, Otterson showed us 


ing meet at Stockholm, entered at short | with steei so hard’ it will cut glass. You 


notice the race for those carrying mili- 
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| I Am Always an Amateur and I Always Will Be” 
wear the shoes in the house for a day.or” 
two, then have the plates fitted to them. Faith Fails to Cure 
The runners are twenty-two inches long, ie es ae ner PENT res 
and the skate is placed well on the inside | He likes his pupils very well. Ages 
J Vary from seventeen to seventy-two (who 
of the foot miaking possible a more is an ex-banker from Michigan). They 
powerful thrust m are wealthy people who summer nearby 
“T do not skate much in this country,” for the rest which the countryside affords 
tg said Mr. Otterson with an amused little They learn the tricks quite fast, making 
HAM smile. ‘I was going to in Boston when andirons and matching fire-sets mostly, to | 
. git first come over but they want to fix it take home to an admiring household. 
\ so I win the first race, and other man the Mr, Otterson delves little into their per- 
ae second, and we divide it up. Oh, no I sonal backgrounds. | Someone t him 
ih : would not stand for such a thing. T am | one of them was well known for explora- 
always an amateur and I always Will be.” tion in Africa, but that was no affair of 


his instructor's. They both like w 


i i ra @ : rought- 
Straight from romantic opera & young his uctor's. i M z - 
\ man nigoked at us from a photograph on iron, and that’s enough. The one lady 
the wall, dark-eyed, with a Van Dyke pupil did quite well. 

that might have graced a duelist, and his Mr. Otterson has tattoos on his arms. 


shoulder adorned with medals. Mr. Ot- : “Faith,” says one on his right forearm. 

terson couldn't find the medals. His To cure the rheumatism there, he 

; ‘daughter, who is a nurse, had been put- smiled gently, ‘but I don't know about 
f ting things away safely, we surmised. j that.” Two copies of the Salvation Atmy 
As for the wrought iron, the animal | paper were lying in the smithy; one 


E judges that he puts more stock in old- 
fashioned religion than in quackery 


decorations (used on foot-scrapers, weath- 


ervanes and so on) are more odd than He changed from shoeing to his present 
esthetic. A ecrony who makes drawings work seven years ago, When an organic 
of Lexington landmarks to sell to tour- trouble developed, and now he shoes only 
ists outlines them for Mr. Otterson and ! six saddle-horses, locally owned. He has 


somewhere there’s a slip. Ducks, how- } to weigh his food on delicate scales and 
ever, are admirable, and so- are thirling- eats no. starches. “People with my 
irons which you scrape up and down on trouble, I think, are generally healthy 


a handle to make‘a vigorous clatter, in | other ways, because they have to be so 
place of using a door-knocker. Candela- careful.’ Mr. Otterson is an optimist, 
bra and delicate flower stands are where surely. 
|the old craftsman excels. Fle has a book And good reason for contentment. Over 
of sketehes published some time ago, é | the way the white church records the 
'from which he copies, but his best work passing of sunny hours: in the cottage 
) he designs as he goes along, hammering | much polishing cannot dim the record of 
‘ the metal into pretty spiral and placing a royal name; and to the smithy come 
a candlecup at just the right place to those who, having acquired this world’s} 


|give a viney effect. People see his sam- riches, still neéd, to round out their exist-} 
lples set out on the grass and stop in. ence, the instruction of a gentle Norwe-t 
Texas is the farthest his work has gone. gian blacksmith. 
If he can take his time about an order 
he charges less. 


, RUAN 
BOSTON EVENING TRANSCRIPT. | lO-1932- 


Carlisle Village Blacksmith 
Gains Attention of Boston 
Transcript 


Many Concord folk, particularly those 
who often drive on a pleasant evening 
through Carlisle via Lowell Road and 
Mcnument Street, greatly enjoyed read- 


ing in the Boston Evening Transcript 
of August 10th an interesting article 
about Mr. Ingvald L. Otterson of Car- 
lisle, the Smithy, who about seven years 
ago turned to the making of articles 
in wrought iron. 

For those who may not have seen 
the article we are happy to quote from 
it, as there is much of interest about 
Mr. Otterson before he took up making 
fascinating objects of wrought iron. 
Of his work the Transcript says,—his 
ducks ... “are admirable, and so are 
thirling-irons which you scrape up and 
down on a handle to make a vigorous 
clatter, in place of using a door- 
knocker. Candelabra and delicate 
flower stands are where the old crafts- 
man excels. He has a book of sketches 
_.. from which he copies, but his best 
work he designs as he goes along, 
hammering the metal into a pretty 
spiral and placing a candle-cup at just 
the right place to give a vinely effect.” 

Lately, he has taken pupils. “They 
are wealthy people who summer near- 
by for the rest which the country side 
affords. ‘They learn the tricks quite 
fast, making andirons and matching 
fire-sets mostly, to take home to an 
admiring household: Mr. Otterson 
delves little into their personal back- 
grounds. ... They both like wrought- 
iron, and that’s enough.” 

Two interesting drawings accompany 
the article; one of the smithy “set in 
grass and flowers”, the other, a charac- 
teristic profile view of Mr. Otterson, 
whom the writer classifies as a 
“Skating Blacksmith from Norway”. It 
seems that “he began helping at his 
father’s smithy in Hammar, about fifty 
miles from Oslo when he was only 
twelve; came to this country in 1891, 
and has been working at his present 
smithy for thirty-three years. Before 
that he lived in Boston.” 

While the “city folks’ of Carlisle 


praise his skill, his chief pride are two 


silver cups in his possession. 

“In Norway Mr. Otterson lived on a 
hundred mile long lake, where, in addi- 
tion to rowing, he skated and ice- 
boated. In 1890 he went to an inter- 
national skating meet at Stockholm, 
entered at short notice the race for 


those carrying military equipment 


far away as Texas. 


(sixty-five pounds including pack and 
a gun) and won, in the incredible time 
of 7.12 4-5 for two English miles. A 
heavily decorated cup attests to this. 
At the same meet he came in second 
in the mile race, in 2.55 3-5. This cup 
he likes even better; it is hand-made, 
with the distinctive simplicity of Swed- 
ish handicraft, faintly engraved, 
adorned with an exquisite coat-of- 
arms, bold lined and with the maker’s 
mark on the botton. Both of these 
were presented by the Crown Prince, 
now King Oscar.” 

This quiet, gentle mannered man, 
working in the old smithy, which he 
believes to be one hundred years old 
or more, sells many of the interesting 
productions to tourists, some going as 


Funeral Services Held 
.for Ingwald L. Otterson 


\qgle 
Carlisle, April 12. 

A large number of relatives and 
friends attended the funeral serv- 
ices on Thursday afternoon for Ing- 
wald L. Otterson ~t his home on 
Concord road. Rev. Frederic W. 
Smith, minister of the Hirst Parish 
Unitarian church and Rev. Henry. 
|Barley of Chelsea officiated. 

Mrs. Benjamin Derby of West 
Concord sang, ‘Abide With Me” 
“phe Old Rugged Cross’ and “In 
the Garden.” There were many 
flowers. 

The bearers were Charles S. Tay- 
lor, Edward J. Clark, James P. Wil- 
kins of Carlisle and Kenneth Mac- 
Auley of Quincy. Burial took place 
in the family lot in Green cemetery. 

Ingwald Uawrus Otterson was 
born in Oslo, Norway, and came to 
this country at the age of 16. He 
had been a resident of Carlisle for 
37 years. He was a blacksmith by 
trade and continued that business 
here. During the past few years he 
specialized in the making of and- 
irons. 

He leaves two daughters and a 
son, Mrs. Thora M. Mekkelson of 
Acton, Miss ida H. Otterson and 


George I. Otterson of this town. 


iq 


pit 


Oldest 


drill in the U. 
S. was discov- 
ered in an old 
blacksmith 
shop at Carlyle, 
Mass, showing 
crude. tools 
available to 
early Ametri- 
‘an settlers for 
their laborious 
tasks. 
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Family Genealogies: 
Isaac Blaisdell 
Benjamin Franklin Blaisdell 
Joel Blaisdell 
William Blaisdell 
Jacob Blaisdell 
Otis Blaisdell 
Warren H. Blaisdell 
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BLAISDE?.L FAMILY 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


The general tradition in the Blaisdell (Blasdel, etc.) 
family is to the effect that the original American ancestor, 
Ralph Blaisdell, landed in this country, by shipwreck, at 
Pemaquid Harbor, Maines August 15, 1635, It is proposed to 
celebrato the 300th anniversary of that event by a gathering 
of all the Blaisdell descendants interested to attend. 


The morning of August 14 will be spent at Amesbury and 
Salisbury, Massachusetts, the long=time residence of many 
Blaisdells, Headquarters at Amesbury Town Hall, 11 aeme 
(daylight), The principal gathering will be at 2 pote, 
August 14, at the Methodist Church, York Villagey Maine, where 
Ralph Blaisdell originally located, and on the following day 
a journey will be made (110 miles) to Pemaquide 


All persons of this name, however spelled, and whether 
tracing their ancostry to Ralph or not, and any others who 
are, or who think they may be, descended from the original 
Ralph are invited to join in this occasione 


The number of persons likely to be present is of course 
entirely uncertain, but it is hoped that there may be a cone 
siderable gatheringe Persons who can attend by auto and plan 
to drive to Pemaquid are asked so far as possible to provide 
transportation for those coming from a distances 


Persons interested in family matters, but unable to 
attend, are invited to send some communication in order that 
records may be made regarding family imterest, etCe 


As the day approaches definite information can be secured 
from 


Charles F, Blaisdell, York, Maine 

Dre Je Harpor Blaisdell, 45 Bay State Roady Boston 
Jeo William Blaisdell, 334 Boylston Steg Boston 
Lowell S, Blaisdell, Elmhurst, Illinois 

James A, Blaisdell, Claremont, California 


N 


[BLAISDELLS ELECT, 


WINCHESTER MAN | 


Dr. J. Harper Blaisdell Chosen |) 
Permanent Chairman of 
Family Association 


YORK, Me., Aug. 14 (AP)—Dr. J. 
Harper Blaisdell of Boston and Win- |) 
chester, Mass., today was chosen per- |) 
manent chairman of the Blaisdell Fam- 
ily Association, as more than 120 of its 
members gathered here in the first re- 
union to honor Ralph Blaisdell, ship- 
wrecked on the Maine coast 300 years 
ago. 

The meeting here was held after an 
earlier one today in Amesbury, Mass., 
where Ralph Blaisdell’s descendants also 
settled. Tomorrow a third meeting will 
be held at Pemaquid Point, where the 
family’s American progenitor landed 
safely from the wreck of the ship An- 
gel Gabriel in the “great storm” of 1635, 
Whittier described the storm in his 
poem, “The Swan Song of Parson || 
Avery.” 

The family met in the Methodist 
Church here and heard Samue] Thomp- 
son Blaisdell read a historical sketch of 
the family by Judge Lester T. Bragdon 
of the York municipal court. 

The association elected an executive |) 
board comprised of Dr. James A. Blais- 
dell, president of Claremont College, 
Pomona, Cal.; Charles Blaisdell, York; 
George A. Blaisdell, Boston; Bertram S. 
Blaisdell, Providence: Ralph Blaisdell, 
Punxsvtawney. Pa.. and Lowell S. Blais- 
dell, Chicago. It was voted to hold an= 
pual reunions, y | 
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